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Samantha Einwagner plays fi rst base for team PGS in the ESSL 
in Austria, but where she grew up and learned the game of 
softball is another whole…well, country.

A school and club softball player from the time she was seven 
through 18 years old in Arizona, the now 25-year-old is an English 
teacher who resides in Linz, Austria. She gets her softball fi x these 
days playing slowpitch in the rising league in Europe, the European 
Slowpitch Softball League.
Samantha recollects her early years in the sport. “My career in 

softball started at the age of seven when I played in a league called 
Arizona Girls Softball (AGS) for girls aged 6-18 years old,” says Sa-
mantha. “I went on to play Senior League for the Arrowhead All-Stars 
and ASA club ball for the Vipers, Lil’ Saints and Desert Kaos. I also 
played competitively for Mountain Ridge High School. I ate, slept, 
and breathed only softball for my entire adolescent life; no other sport 
interested me more!
“I began playing competitive ASA fastpitch at the age of 11. Club ball 

was expensive due to all of the traveling, but I had the opportunity to 
play against the best in the country. While playing high school ball at 
Mountain Ridge High, we made the state fi nals each year I was there. 
In these years, I played more games than I can count, all fi lled with 
amazing memories and friendships.”
Some of those amazing memories include one of Samantha’s proud-

est, placing third in the 2007 Senior League World Series in 
Delaware, where 12 teams representing eight countries vied 
for the title. “ESPN2 covered the games live, so that was very 
exciting!” she said. “Our team took third place. While I was at 
Mountain Ridge High School, we made the state championships 
twice. Something I will never forget was playing with some of my 
best friends in a state championship tournament and we man-
aged a triple play. The bases were loaded and the ball was hit 
to the third baseman, who tagged the base for the fi rst out then 

threw to me at fi rst base for the second out, then I 
threw home to our catcher for the third out. It was 
an unbelievable play and I was lucky to be playing 
on a team with such chemistry! Shortly after that I 
received a recruiting letter from Towson University, 
a D1 school in Rhode Island.”
During her time in fastpitch softball, she received 

Varsity Offensive Player of the Year at Mountain 
Ridge, AGS MVP two years in a row, and garnered 
several MVP awards at various tournaments. After 
high school, she attended Arizona State University 
and studied a year abroad in Austria, where she 
met her husband, best friend and now teammate, 
Martin Einwagner.
“Martin moved back to the U.S. with me while I 

fi nished my bachelor’s degree in psychology,” she 
explained. “I worked for a year after graduating as 
a behavioral health technician in a group home 
and then we decided to move back to Austria 
in 2013 and that’s when I became an English 
teacher.”
When the opportunity came for them to begin 

playing on a coed slowpitch team together, they 
thought it would be fun. But to Samantha, it be-
came more than just fun; the ESSL teams became 
her extended family.
“Playing softball here (Europe) makes me feel 

closer to home and I’ve really never had more 
fun,” she said. “Joining PGS and ESSL has given 
me a real sense of belonging in the community. I 
am glad I’m able to share my knowledge of softball 
with such interested, like-minded individuals and 
help to improve the performance of my fellow 
teammates. To me the sport means family. The 
bond you make with teammates playing this game 
lasts a lifetime. Since my husband and I joined the 
team one year ago, we have made lasting friend-
ships and both feel so honored to be a part of the 
PGS family. This sport is for everyone. Regardless 
of age, gender, or background, you’ll always be 
welcome on the fi eld!”
Now that she’s playing again, Samantha says 

she could never imagine softball not being a part 
of her life. She’s now taking it one step further by 
becoming an ambassador in her community to 
recruit others to the game and to further the efforts 
of the ESSL and build the league.
“The softball community is growing fast across 

Europe and it’s a privilege to be a part of it while 
it is in its youth. I can only hope to contribute to 
the game and get more people involved. Good 
sportsmanship is a real key out here in Austria. 
Our softball community is still small; it’s important 
to stick together and be there for other teams. You 
should play for the love of sport, although competi-
tiveness and a little trash talk is always permitted,” 
she adds with the tone of the life-long competitive 
athlete.
“Playing softball out here has been absolutely 

amazing. Unfortunately, there are not many fi elds 
available in Austria, as it’s sort of a new sport 
here, but the people are nonetheless dedicated. 
Currently we’re combining our efforts to get a soft-
ball fi eld built right here in Linz. We want to share 
our love and passion of the sport and get more 
people involved in this amazing game!”

Samantha Einwagner

Being in the ESSL does require some travel, as the league plays all over the con-
tinent and is always looking to expand into new regions. But Samantha says that 
as in the U.S., the tournaments are played on the weekends so everyone’s family, 
including hers, is amazingly supportive, especially since her husband Martin is also 
her teammate.
Samantha said that moving forward in 2015, playing on team PGS in the ESSL 

(“We’re Yellin’ Timberrrrr!”), one of her contributions is demonstrating good softball 
ethics as one of the most important things that veteran players of the game can 
bring to the new league.
“I think the most important things are sportsmanship and always supporting your 

teammates,” she said. “Whether it’s backing up your teammate on the fi eld or show-
ing support after a vicious strikeout, you should always be there for each other. 
What’s really great about the bat and ball sports is that you can be anywhere on the 
planet and as soon as you step on that fi eld you’re in a familiar world!” 
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